MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

commands, he must be doing everything which Allah for-
bids, and in the same manner anyone who has neglected all
obedience must be committing all sins. If this were the case
a Dahri would be a Jew, a Christian, a Magian, or an adher-
ent of some other unbelief. If the Magian, however, rejects
all his unbeliefs except his Magianism, he would still be dis-
obeying by his Magianism, which we know was forbidden
him, but he would be obeying Allah in the rejection: of the
rest of his unbeliefs, because Allah had commanded that
they be rejected. Verily I say to him, that the commands of
Allah and his prohibitions are not what you think them to
108 be, for there is not a quality of obedience without a quality
in opposition to it and to- each other; there are no qualities
of belief which do not have some qualities opposed to them
and at the same time to each other. This is similar to the
matter of standing up and sitting down, bending down and
lying down. A man may not be sitting, but he would not
then necessarily be doing all its opposites; he would not be
sitting, however, if he were doing one of its opposites. In
like manner, a man is outside of the realm of obedience to
Allah by following one line that is opposed to1 all the lines
of obedience, because that kind of unbelief is opposed to
another kind of unbelief, just as it is opposed to the rest of
the lines of disobedience. All this is self-evident, although
abu-al-Hudhail was ignorant of it.

The fourth of his heresies is his view that Allah is not
only Allah himself, but his knowledge is himself, and his
power is also himself. From this view he must conclude
that Allah is knowledge and power. But if he is knowledge
and power, it is not possible that he should be knowing and
powerful; because knowledge cannot be knowing, and power
cannot be powerful. He would be forced to draw the same
conclusion if he said that the knowledge of Allah is Allah,
and his power is Allah. This amounts to saying that his
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